Isolation of epidermal Langerhans cells.
Langerhans cells (LC) play an important role in the skin immune system. They are bone marrow-derived and function as the only accessory and antigen-presenting cells in the skin. Several techniques for enriching these cells have been devised, and four, including density gradient centrifugation, use of cell sorter, panning and immunomagnetic separation, are discussed. It is concluded that the most satisfactory method for isolation of LC is based on density gradient centrifugation and the most satisfactory for depletion of epidermal cell preparations for LC is based on the immunomagnetic principle.